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Chief Editor
Dr. Branislav Ž. Nikolić
Belgrade, August the 28th, 2015.

Dear Dr. Nikolić,
Attached is the manuscript “Assessment of heavy metal pollution of topsoils and plants in the city of Belgrade” coauthored by Gordana Andrejić, Tamara Rakić, Jasmina Šinžar-Sekulić, Nevena Mihailović, Jasmina Grubin, Branka Stevanović and Gordana Tomović.
Belgrade is a densely populated industrial city with numerous high traffic roads and soils that are disturbed by human activities for decades. Reports on soil and plants heavy metal contamination in Belgrade urban area are to our knowledge very rare. In Belgrade, evergreen shrubs Buxus sempervirens, Mahonia aquifolium and Prunus laurocerasus are widely used in urban landscaping and represent plant species that are very often planted in the proximity to high traffic roads. Therefore, the objectives of our work were twofold: 1) assessment of heavy metal pollution in Belgrade urban area by inspection of heavy metal contamination of soil and 2) determination of heavy metal concentrations in leaves of three evergreen species and estimation of their sensitivity to heavy metal pollution.
The manuscript consists of 15 typewriting pages, including 7 Tables and 1 Figure and their respective captions. We also send you Figure 1 and Cover letter as attached files.

The Authors warrantee that the manuscript submitted to the "Journal" for review is original, has been written by the stated authors and has not been published elsewhere; is currently not being considered for publication by any other journal and will not be submitted for such a review while under review by the "Journal"; the manuscript contains no libelous or other unlawful statements and does not contain any materials that violate any personal or proprietary rights of any other person or entity.

Appreciating your commitment to publish high quality papers, we send our manuscript for evaluation in view of publishing in Journal of the Serbian Chemical Society.
In addition, we are free to suggest the names and e-mail addresses of three reviewers: 
Dr Gordana Gajić
Department of Ecology, Institute for Biological Research “Siniša Stanković”

University of Belgrade, Serbia

e-mail: gugol@ibiss.bg.ac.rs
Dr Ana Čučulović

Institute for Application of Nuclear Energy (INEP)

University of Belgrade, Serbia

e-mail: anas@inep.co.rs
Dr Bogdan A. Šolaja
Faculty of Chemistry, University of Belgrade

Studentski trg 16, PO Box 51, Belgrade, Serbia

e-mail: bsolaja@chem.bg.ac.rs
With best regards,

Sincerely,

Mr Jasmina Grubin (Corresponding author)

Ministry of Education, Science and Technological Development of the Republic of Serbia

Njegoševa 12, 11000 Belgrade, Serbia
e-mail address: jasmina.grubin@mpn.gov.rs
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