Dear Editor,

Please find enclosed our manuscript entitled:

" Phenolic and mineral profile of Balkan indigenous apple and pear cultivars", 
which we would like to be considered for publication in Journal of the Serbian Chemical Society. 
Indigenous cultivars represent the local germplasm cultivated mainly in the marginal areas. Generally, they are resilient to the local environment and represent a favorable source for the crop genetic variability, resistance to biotic and abiotic stresses as well as for phenological and quality characteristics. Studies dealing with phenolic composition of apples and pears are often restricted to a few cultivars which are very popular with customers. Little attention has been given to autochthonous apple and pear cultivars while there are only few reports on chemical profile of those grown in Serbia. The aim of this study was chemical analysis of phenolic compounds, as well as mineral nutrients in pulp and peel obtained from Serbian indigenous apple and pear cultivars. This work is important for understanding their nutritional potential and for consequent expansion of their cultivation and use.
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