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Dear Prof. Dejan Miloš Opsenica,
Editor, Journal of the Serbian Chemical Society
I thank you for sending the reviewer’s comments concerning the above referenced manuscript. We have considered the comments and the manuscript was revised accordingly. The corrections are shown in blue color in the revised manuscript.
Reviewer A
We thank profoundly this reviewer for her/his careful reading of the manuscript and the useful comments.

Comment 1

The author need to explain in the main text about how the Cu Nps get oxidized in the presence of excess of reducing agent.
Author Reply1
The control of copper nanoparticle size and oxidation has been studied for several types of synthesis routes (S.H. Wu, D.H. Chen, J. Colloid Interface Sci. 273, 165 (2004)). Using a strong reducing agent, sodium borohydride NaBH4, the control of the oxidation state and the particle size was not so efficient.
The explanation about the formation of Cu and Cu2O, was mentioned in revised manuscript in Page 6 and it was referred to (Eur. Phys. J. D 42, 93–101 (2007).
Comment 2
Also, experimetnal evidences are needed to show that the formed nps present inside the pores. The increase in surface area by 1.5 times as observed from nitrogen…
Author Reply2
The nanoparticles can be formed in the pores or on the surface of the support. The porosimetry results just confirmed the introduction of Cu species into the biomaterial matrix. 
Comment 3
It should be clarified evidently that the nanocomposite is just a physical mixture of copper nps and walnut shell or copper nanoparticles supported on the walnut shell

Author Reply 3
As mentioned in the manuscript, copper nanoparticles were supported on the walnut shell. A filtration test was performed to determine the possibility of weakening the interaction between Cu nanoparticles and walnut shell. It indicates the negligible leaching that confirmed the suitable interaction between Cu nanoparticles and the support (Page 10).
Comment 4
Precise introduction would have been better to emphasize the importance of the present study

Author Reply 4
The introduction was improved.
Comment 5
In References 10, 15, 35 & 36: Volume number should be removed
Author Reply 5
It was double-checked.

Comment 6
English grammar should be thoroughly checked.
Author Reply 6
The English of the text is now improved by helps of an expert.

I now enclose the revised version, which I trust you will find suitable for publication in "Journal of the Serbian Chemical Society”.
Yours sincerely 
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University of Zanjan
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