Dear Editor,

In the manuscript we wish to be considered for publication in Journal of Serbian Chemical Society, synthesis, crystal structure and local anti-inflammatory activity of novel L-phenylalanine methyl ester derivative of dexamethasone-derived cortienic acid are presented (manuscript type: original scientific paper). This derivative was synthesized in good yield and showed local anti-inflammatory activity at significantly lower concentration in comparison with dexamethasone. Crystallographic analysis revealed the conformations of rings, hydrogen bonds that influence crystal packing and selected bond lengths and bond angles were also presented. According to our previously published research on 17-carboxamide steroids, this derivative could be classified as new soft glucocorticoid, with good local anti-inflammatory activity and fewer side effects than traditional glucocorticoids.
The manuscript submitted to the Journal is original, has been written by the stated authors and has not been published elsewhere. The manuscript is not currently being considered for publication by any other journal and will not be submitted for such a review while under review by the Journal. The manuscript contains no libellous or other unlawful statements and does not contain any materials that violate any personal or proprietary rights of any other person or entity.
Finally, we would like to suggest following researchers as potential reviewers:

1. Kamil Kuca,  Centre of Advanced Studies, Faculty of Military Health Sciences, University of Defense, Trebesska 1575, 500 01  Hradec Kralove, Czech Republic;  email: kucakam@pmfhk.cz
2. Danijel Kikelj,  Faculty of Pharmacy, University of Ljubljana, Askerceva 7, 1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia;  email: danijel.kikelj@ffa.uni-lj.si
Sincerely yours,
Vladimir Dobričić

Department of Pharmaceutical Chemistry

University of Belgrade-Faculty of Pharmacy, Vojvode Stepe 450, 11000 Belgrade, Serbia

Tel: +381 11 3951 335; Fax: +381 11 3972 840
E-mail address: vladimir@pharmacy.bg.ac.rs
