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Dear Editor,

my colleagues and I would appreciate you considering the paper entitled: RENEWABLE GLYCEROL ESTERIFICATION OVER SULPHONIC-MODIFIED MESOPOROUS SILICAS by Margarita Popova, Hristina Lazarova, Agnes Szegedi, Magdolna R. Mihályi, Мojca Rangus, Blaz Likozar, Venkata D. B. C. Dasireddy as a possible contribution to Journal of Serbian Chemical Society. 
Our manuscript is dealing with the preparation of SO3H-functionalised mesoporous materials with different pore structures (SBA-15 and SBA-16) by post-synthesis surface modification. It was found that the pore structure of silicas significantly influenced the acidity and the catalytic performance in glycerol esterification with acetic acid.  SBA-15 type mesoporous silica with its straight, easily accessible channels and affordable amount of silanol groups for post synthesis modification is a better choice as a catalyst in the studied reaction compared to SBA-16 structure with its bimodal pore system. Functionalized SBA-15 catalysts showed total conversion of glycerol and about 80 % selectivity to di- and triacetylglycerols at 130°C reaction temperature in 3 hours reaction time. The good catalytic stability and resistance of the latter catalyst toward sulfonic group leaching was also demonstrated. Heterogeneous catalysis is an environmental friendly alternative of the homogenous procedure and the developed catalysts are good solution.
I do hope that the manuscript will meet the requirements of your journal and will be published as a short communications.
Our suggestions for referees are:

1.
Prof. Nevekna Rijic

e-mail: nena@tmf.bg.ac.rs

2.
Prof. Nataša Novak Tušar

e-mail: natasa.novak.tusar@ki.si

3.
Dr. Nicole Wilde

e-mail: nicole.wilde@uni-leipzig.de
Sincerely yours,

M. Popova
