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Dear Editor, 

We wish to submit an original research article entitled “Biodegradation of a mixture of benzophenone, benzophenone-3, caffeine and carbamazepine in a laboratory test filter” for possible publication in the Journal of the Serbian Chemical Society. 
We confirm that this work is original and not being considered for publication by any other journal and will not be submitted for such a review while under review by the Journal of the Serbian Chemical Society; the manuscript contains no libelous or other unlawful statements and does not contain any materials that violate any personal or proprietary rights of any other person or entity.
The aim of this study was to assess the biodegradation in a laboratory test filter for the mixture of four frequently used and detected pharmaceutical and personal care products (PPCPs) in river water. In this paper, we show that biodegradation of mixture of selected PPCPs rapidly occurred for BP, BP-3 and CF (higher than 90%) and for CBZ 87 and 65%. This is significant because indicate that a natural degradation of selected PPCPs can occur in the river water, meaning that inherent potential of microbial communities to degrade different organic substances includes also some PPCPs. Also, efficacy of biodegradation reflected as change of the overall toxicity of initial mixture of selected PPCPs vs. toxicity of samples undergone different biodegradation phases was assessed with two standard laboratory tests with apical endpoint - acute toxicity test with Daphnia magna (immobilisation) and bioluminescence inhibition with Vibrio fisheri. Toxicity tests showed the substantial reduction of overall mixture toxicity in a laboratory test filter.
If you feel that the manuscript is appropriate for your journal, we suggest the following reviewers:

Torsten Schmidt e-mail:torsten.schmidt@uni-due.de
Klaus Kuemmerer e-mail: Klaus.Kuemmerer@uni.leuphana.de
Polonca Trebse e-mail: polonca.trebse@zf.uni-lj.si
Please address all correspondence concerning this manuscript to me at minja.bogunovic@dh.uns.ac.rs
Thank you for the consideration of this manuscript. 
Sincerely,
Minja Bogunović
