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Dear Sir, 

We are sending you the manuscript of our paper entitled: The application оf alkane biological markers in the assessment of the origin of oil pollutants in soil and river sediments (river Vrbas, Bosnia and Herzegovina) by Ivan Samelak, Milica Balaban (corresponding author), Nada Vidović, Nemanja Koljančić, Mališa Antić, Tatjana Šolević Knudsen and Branimir Jovančićević for publication in Journal of the Serbian Chemical Society as Article.

The paper is concerned with the identification of anthropogenic organic matter of an oil type in river sediments and near coastal sediments (soils) of the river Vrbas in the part that belongs to the city of Banja Luka (Bosnia and Herzegovina).
Based on the identified biological markers and their mutual relationship in the examined samples, the interaction between river sediments and near soils was established, which provided evidence that oil pollution occurred in the water flow and then oil pollutants migrated towards the coastline. In this way, an attempt was made to contribute to the use of biological markers, n-alkanes, and polycyclic alkanes of sterane and terpane type, in assessing the source and fate of oil pollutants in the environment.
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This is original paper and was not partly or completely published by any of authors. All authors have approved the last version of the manuscript. The paper is 15 pages long with 3 tables and 3 figures and 1 figure for Supplementary Material. 
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