Dear Editor,

Please find attached manuscript titled: 
Prediction of the GC-MS Retention Time for Terpenoids Detected in Sage (Salvia officinalis L.) Essential Oil using QSRR approach
by authors: Branimir Pavlić, Nemanja Teslić, Predrag Kojić, Lato Pezo
and consider it for publication within your well-known journal. 

The aim of this work was to obtain a validated model for prediction of retention time (RT) of terpenoids isolated from sage herbal dust using supercritical fluid extraction (SFE). In total 32 experimentally obtained RT of terpenes, which were separated and detected by GC-MS were further used to build a prediction model. The quantitative structure–retention relationship (QSRR) was employed to predict the RT of essential oil compounds obtained in GC-MS analysis, using six molecular descriptors selected by genetic algorithm. The selected descriptors were used as inputs of an artificial neural network, to build an RT predictive QSRR model. The coefficient of determination (R2) was 0.832, indicating that this model could be used for prediction of RT values for essential oil compounds in sage herbal dust extracts obtained by SFE due to low prediction error and moderately high R2. Results suggested that a Geary autocorrelation index was the most influential parameter with approximately relative importance of 42.5%. 
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